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own good fortune and its exceptional character. If all
conditions should remain the same and the population
go on increasing, the exceptional conditions would pass
away and our posterity would have to contend sometime
or other with all the old social problems again. The
conditions, however, will not remain the same; they
will change, no doubt in the direction of still greater
and better chances. This fact is what gives the optimist
his justification and makes his reckless blindness appear
to be the shrewdest foresight. Furthermore, the prob-
lems which sometimes appal us nowadays are not
peculiar to America; they are quite as heavy and as
knotty in England, France, and Germany as they are
here. In many points we are further on towards a
solution than those countries are: we have better social
defences from behind which to meet the dangers; and they
do not come upon us, as they do upon the nations of Eu-
rope, mixed up with militarism, with the relics of feudal
institutions, and with the traditions of absolute monarchy.
And now my task is done if, by a discussion of the
teachings of our history, I have contributed to a bet-
ter understanding of present facts and forces; for the
highest wisdom and the most patriotic devotion to our
country which we can manifest lie in the faithful per-
formance of present civic duties and in diligent efforts to
accomplish the tasks which lie immediately before us.
We may be very sure that a succeeding century will
take care of itself; also that it will not be able to take
care of us. All the energy we spend, therefore, in pre-
paring for it is worse than thrown away* It will be
useless for its purpose and it will be abstracted from
what we can spend on our own problems, which are big
enough and hard enough to require all the energy we
have to deal with them.